2/3/72 


Dear Jim (PH only). 

The timing of your letter of 1/19 could h.rdly have been better, for , unless I had 
known of it the day before yesterday a3 a reminder, I could not have done anything with 
it sooner. I have had problems with my thumb and had company until 1 p.m. yesterday. As 
soon as he got to work I phoned a Chicago reporter friend and he is carrying that part 
of t e storu further. As of the time of my call, ho had seen nothing on the wire, he 
phoned me back to read the text of the Dallas AP story which, I suspect, originated with 
haiy. I told him to phone hary and gave him her number. 

As you know, as a general matter I believe wo should seek no publicity on any of the 
substantial matters dealing with any of the assassinations until we have something of 
real significance, for the more trivialities and insanities the editors see, the more 
inclined they are to downgrade anything not supportive of the official fiction, and they 
have not even less interest in that. ' i ‘his, however, is typical of the kind of different 
angle that has possibilities, can be helpful, is not likely to bo hurtful, if properly 
angled and used. 1 have proposed to my friend a collaboration on a story based on what 
I Already have, in COUP, as you may recall, with this as no more than a peg, unless he 
finds the parenthood (the general father is in SAC, no less, or was, and had a long SEAsia 
career) important and Strangelovely relevant. Thus, I am interested In all citations and, 
if he is not too busy, as I presume he may well be, copies from PH ^in thi:> case two to 
the page being fine for I'd have to get the clearest copies from the Archives for ultimate 
use. The AP story, by the way, refers to 23 pages of documents on both RPK and ffFK threats 
and the invention of an "Osvuldo". ' 

By now it appears to be the same guy, as im suspected, beyond doubt. 

*. * sap- t... ! •*' ' : ■ * • 

I juAi thought of a file in which 1 might have this and can get into with my thumb 
requiring no U3e. I find that I do have CD 3941 I -6 only. I'll now skim it. Ir reminds me 
indefinitely of other files involving a woman, a place called or with a parrot, etc. 

Un the eczema, strongly recommend discussing with CiRS. ftoro and more, I think, this 
kind of thing is getting related to the emotions and nerves, and often we cannot detach 
ourselves to make our own diagnosis. ..34 column inches in the uregonian aeons like the 
full treatment. Is it more than the dimes' story. Other papers carried what the 'I'irnes did * 
not in minor matters, like CBS giving him a press conference that could not help GB8. 
Lattimer lias shot his and their bolt. Our best course for the time being is, in my 
opinion, to tal silence and letting them mako more mistakes. Despite wliat you think of the 
play there and in the i imes, all the reporters I know regard this as hurtful to them and 
the treatment by even a sycophuit press as downplay. Even tlie Times had no second-day 
story and other things that * know were in the works have not yet happened. It has been 
four weeks now. Hurried best, 


